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By now, students have been exposed to some wider issues associated with alcohol use through browsing material and discussion with others. It’s time to choose a general direction before framing the inquiry more specifically.

Encourage learners to choose an area that interests them, as they’re more likely to read deeply on the issue and be able to form perceptive conclusions about it later on.

Talk through the ‘Choosing a direction’ slideshow either as a class or in small groups to stimulate discussion about the areas that really interest them. This is the time to hone in on questions they could answer as part of their inquiry. Above all else, ensure that students feel a sense of direction and confidence at this point.

Allow them to ‘dip in’ to a few texts. This is a strategy that allows learners to lightly read texts, making sense of the information without becoming overwhelmed by a multitude of facts.

NB. while a feeling of direction is established at this stage, formulating the actual inquiry questions are likely to come at the mid-point of the process.

At the end of some reading/notetaking time, allow 5 minutes for students to clearly state the focus of their inquiry. For easy monitoring, set up an editable document where they can share their inquiry topics with you. Seeing what other learners are interested in is a good way to help those who are stuck for a topic too.




	
Teacher’s notes:

Students will:
· Select and read texts that personally interest them
· Use appropriate comprehension strategies

There is wide scope for learners to investigate alcohol-related issues. 
After all, Ministry of Health research shows that 85% of people aged 
18-24 drank alcohol in the year 2011-12. While it might not be of 
concern to them now, it certainly will be within the next five years.

One suggestion for those interested in "alcohol related issues" would 
be to call or text the AlcoholDrugHelpline and ask them about the sort 
of issues that their younger callers are facing. The counsellors there 
are very happy to discuss this.

Because it’s such a contentious issue, there’s plenty of research and 
good information around. Students should find it relatively easy to 
locate useful information on the topic.

Providing a few texts on paper in large print is a good idea. See the Additional Reading for Teachers doc for some starting points.

Choose lighter but provocative pieces to get students asking questions.
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