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Writing effective research questions makes the next step in the process (information gathering) a lot easier. It’s worth conferencing with each learner during this stage if at all possible.

Use the Open or Closed? slideshow to discuss how to formulate an effective question and the dangers of leading or biased questions.

Cut up the ‘Types of question’ table below and ask students to match them. Get them to compare answers to check and discuss any differences.

If time allows, ask students to rewrite the closed, leading and recall questions into open, structured versions.


	
Teacher’s notes:

Students will:
· Recognise bias in a question
· Differentiate effective from ineffective research questions



























	A closed question
Can only be answered by Yes, No or I don’t know
	Is the proportion of young people who drink alcohol falling?

	An open question
Can have a range of answers and is open to interpretation
	What are some of the influences that encourage young people to drink alcohol?

	A leading or biased question
Attmepts to confirm existing expectations of the questioner
	Why do so many teenagers get blind drunk at the weekends?

	A recall question
Invites recall of information only
	In how many car crashes last year was alcohol a contributing factor?

	An open, structured question
A question that’s open but is also directed at finding out information
	What might be some benefits to delaying and limiting alcohol consumption until the age of 20?
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